Multiple accessory foramina of the mandibular ramus: risk factor for oral surgery.
A 27-year-old female was referred to our hospital with a chief complaint of removal of an impacted right mandibular third molar. Panoramic radiography showed two small circular radiolucencies on the right mandibular ramus. Computed tomography revealed that one of the radiolucencies was an accessory foramen located lateral to the mandibular ramus, and the other radiolucency was an accessory foramen located medial to the ramus; it was also connected to the mylohyoid groove. Continuity with the mandibular canal was confirmed for both accessory foramina. After explaining the risks of extraction, the patient decided against surgery and the impacted tooth was left in situ. Most patients have at least one or more accessory foramina in the mandible; however, accessory foramina of the lateral aspect of the mandibular ramus have not been reported. The high resolution of cone-beam computed tomography and three-dimensional reconstructed images enable improved detection of accessory foramina. Therefore, additional accessory foramina that are similar to those found in the present case could be found in the future using such imaging modalities.